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HE very 3 N which bay 1 

lately been expreſſed from the pulpit, and the _ 

preſs for Infant-baptiſm, as an ordinance. of 

od, or of unqueſtionable and divine authority, 

9 me on reviewing the evidence, by which 13 
was formerly . of the contrary. l 

And as I don t remember to have mot with any 1 

thing on the ſulject exactly in this forms, if it ha 

no other advantage, it may punt out a method 

| of inquiry-to thoſe who make the word of ( Ged the 4 

rule of their faith and practice. 2 
Pere are ſome few hints. taken, from modern j 2 
4 but the main is the judgment I Jorts a 72 

theſe things at the time ręferr d to. 2 

I have only to add, J am not conſcious of a 11d. 2 

ful miſinter pretation of any text, but have faith« 

Fully given what I apprebended to be the real ſenſe 

© of the Holy Ghoſt; to whoſe e and 9 I 

I bumbly recommend it, ; 1 
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1 Day i Fs pub ied, Price 18; eg 
2 PR. 2 = 3 | 
N 55 ANEW EDITION. 5 


1 the Reaſons of its. Republication, and ſhewing how Infant 
 Baptifm is the grand Pillar of Popery. 

A 'REPLY * a DEFENCE of the Divine Right of Infant Baptiſm. By 

Peter Clab}, 9. M. Miniſter at Salem, in a Letter to a Friend at Beſton 

An N Eiglaud. To which are added, ſome Striftures on a late Treatiſe 

on Infant — Written by Darid B vick, A. M. Miniſter of the 
Preſbyterian Church in Nexo Lk. By 7 obn pr D. D. 


* 


; rn * you K, in Gracechurch- = . Robinſes at Horſlydown , and 


ard in Tooly -freet. 

N Where ned had, lately publiſhed, by the ſame Author, 
1. The Doctrine of the Cherubim, opened and explained, Price 6d. 
2. The Doctrine of the Wheels in the Viſions of Ezekiel, 6d. ; 
3. The Doctrine of the Trigity, ſtated and vindicated, 28. 

4. The Doctrine of the Reſurrection, ſtated and defended, 18. 


3 
. 


. The Doctrine of Juſtification, by the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, Rated and 


qraiotzined, 18. 

6. The Doctrine of God's Everlaſting Love to his Elect, and their eternal 
Vaion with Chriſt; together with other Truths, ſtated and defended, againſt 
Dr. Taylar, 15. + 5 
2 7 he Doctrine of the Saints final Perſeverance, aſſerted and vindicated, 6d. 

8. Us Doctrine of ee ſtated and ſet in a Seripture Laght, * | 


Ae 


. 9. T le octrine of Erace e from the Charge — Lieexiooſtt 64. 
10. The Law effabliſhed by the Goſpel, 6d. 


11. The Scripture, the only Guide in Matters of Religion,” Gd. | 
12. The Law in the Hands of bein; a Sermon at. Broad Mead, 


91 6d. 


13. The Watchman' s Anſwer to the veftion What of the Night? in 
two Annual Sermons, 6d. each Ws by 


* 14. The Glors af the Church in the latter Day, 6d. 


15. Faith in God and his Word, the Proſperity. of his People, 64. 

106. The ſure Performance of Prophecy, 6d. | 

8 17. The quiet and only Paſſage of hriſt's purchaſed People, thro' Death to 
lory, -6d, 
5755 The W State of the 6aints in ran; 54. 0 
19. The Neglect of fervent Prayer complained of, 6d. 5 5 7 

20. Two annual Diſcourſes on Prayer and Singing, "DN | 
21. The Glory of God's Grace in its abounding over the Aboundings of 


1 Sin, 6d. g 


232. The Grace of God exalted i in the Character of the Apoſtle Paul, 6d. 
23. The mutual Gain of Chriſt and Chriſtians, in their Life and Beath, a 


ee Funeral Ser mon for Foſeph Stennet, D. D. 6d. 


24. The Work of a Goſpel Miniſter, a Charge at the Ordination of ſeveral 


* #6. The Cauſe of God and Truth, againſt Dr. Whitby and athers, 


8 46. An Expoſition of the Old and Ne] "Teſtament, and * Gill's other + 
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8 H A T Baptiſm is an pa of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is 4.7 ap by the generality of thoſe who call 
themſelves chriſtians. That it is of ganding uſe 
in the church of God, appears from the na- 
SPA ture of the inſtitution when rightly, underſtood, ! 

and the promiſe of the great head of the church 
to his miniſters in the adminiſtration of i it; % 1 am. with d 
alway even t0.the end of the auür . 

And as this ordinance is diſtinguiſhed Kina others, i In its . 
mitation to a fzgle adminiſtration, without repetition; great 
care ſhould be taken, that we act agreeable to the mind of 
Chriſt in it; what is to be done but o once in ce $ Eo 
ought to be done well. 1 >> 22 


* A FUSE: 8 of the divine 3 and 1 ab- | 
Jection to the authority of Father, Son, and Spirit, with à thank ful te- 
cognition of the burial and reſurrection of our Lord Jefus Chritty/ inthe 
view of which we defire to dic unto fin, andlive unto holinchs TEEN 
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Ide is certain, men are apt to run into extremes; ſome may 
[| poſſibly make o much of Baptiſm, ſuppoſing it to be a regene- 
rating, or juſtifying Ordinance... that it waſhes away the guilt 
uf original ſin, and is always accompanied with the conveyance 
of 1 may think as meanly of it, as a mere cir- 
[Rang een e 2 Nate er 
wich little, if any ſpiritual meaning. 


; It might carry the appearance of ſome reflection on the wiſdom 


Frately, that I might know. what was his good and acceptable 
Pill in this. ſervice. 8 8 88 5 ALS" . 
And whether Þ ſhould happily attain ral d « 
not, F remember T found great peace in the integrity of the de- 
termination. Accordingly looking up to Heaven, I fet my- 
ſelf to ſearch the ſcriptures. Es, j $61" 
ie neee, 8 
Whether believers, or perſons profeſſing faith and repen- 
Or believers. and their natural offspring, or infants- in com- 
mon were the proper ſubjects of baptiſm ? 
And whether the manner of adminiſtration was by immerſion 
er plunging, or by ſprinkling or pouring; or whether either 
e Eo: oo oor 


Conſidering: 
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17 Consideriug that baptiſm was an ordinance ee, b. 


ne- Goſpel-diſpenſation; I thought it moſt natural, to expect an 
llt ' account of it in the New Teſtament. Accordingly r „ 
ice | with the Goſpel of St. Mart bea, and in the third chapter met 
ir- With the following deſcription of John's Baptiſm. | 

pt, In thoſe days came jeh the Baptiſt, preaching i in the S 


of ] 1 and a Jaying, repent ye, for the kingdom of Heaven if at 


Sand. That, hen went out 70 him Jeruſalem „ and all Judea, 
IM * all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in 
d, Jordan, confeſſing their fins —And that when he ſaw many of the 
2M. hariſees ana Sadducees come to his Baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, 
ch 0 generation of wifers,, who hath æuarned you, &c. Bring farth' 
he therefore fruits meet for repentance, and think not to ſay e 2 
as felves, ave have Abraham to our father, &6 
- Here 1 found that John had a ſpecial commiſſion given him, 
to to preach and baptize, 
ve: That the ſubſtance of his ry was the doctrine of re- 
| pentance, in the view of the near approach of the Meftah; 
t= | | repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
th | © Thathis besen was 25 extraordinary, multitudes: lock Fa 
3. | ing after him, to hear him preach, and be baptized of him. 1 
5 Jeruſalem , and all Fudea, and the region round Fi. . 
. That the place of his preaching, wWas the wilderneſs z ; and 
1— of his baptizing, the river Jordan. 1 
a= ] hat the action was baptizing= © a 
le | And that the diſpoſition of mind SR in the bless 
55 was repentance ; and ſuch repentance as ſhould be productive 
br of good fruits: And where this was wanting, a relation to 
- Aral am as their father did not entitle them to his Baptiſm. 
— Þ This appear'd to me to be the ſum of the account; and E 


could not help obſerving, 
. There's no intimation of children being brought by. their 
. Parents to John. 
Not a word of his bi tizing them. | 
— No recommendation of this to their parents, as a Duty to- 
de afterwards perform*d by them, in conſequence of their he- 
1 155 proſelyted to his doctrine. No hint of pouring or ſprink- 
ri unf; but that Job baptized the people in the river Jordan, 
and that he did this on their repentance or profeſſion of it. 
Thus far the evidence bag fer * * I preceeded to. 
2 | conſider: . 
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eonſider the Baptiſmof our Lord, as deſcrib'd in the fame ehap. 
verſes 13, 14, 15, 16. Then cometh Jeſus 2 Galilee zo er- 
dan, zo John:to be baptized of him. But John forbad him Jaying, 
Iba need to he baptized of thee, and comęſi thou tome? And Telus 
anſwering ſaid unto him, ſuffer. it ta be fo now : for thus it becomes 
us to fulfil: all righteouſneſs.  T hen be Juffered him. And Jeſus, 
auben he was baptized, abent up flraight way out of the waters & c. 
Here I obſerved our Lord did not ſend to hn to come and 
baptize him, but went himſelf from Galilee to Jordan, the 
place where Jahn was baptizing ; offered himſelf as a ſubject. 
Joln, apprehenſive of his ſuperior glory, modeſtly refuſes. 


* 
* 


Our Lord inſiſts on it, as a part of righteouſneſs it became . im 
Vs, 


to fulfil. John baptiz'd . and as Mark Sie 


in the river Jordaz 3 and from the expreſſion of his coming 


out of the water, I concluded it was by immerſion. 


I took notice of a difference between this, and the former 

- account. Here was no preaching on John's part; no repent- 
. ance requir' d of, or confeſs'd by our Lord Jeſus, previous to | 
Baptiſm ; theſe the dignity and purity of his perſon render'd 
unneceſſary. He had the richeft unction of the Holy Spirit, 


and was holy, harmleſs, and undefil'd.—However he appear'd- 
with great zeal to engage in the duty; and I thought he ſpoke - 


+ as the head of the church, and example of his people, when 
he faid, 7hus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſne/s. Fe 
The next place I conſulted was Mat. xix. 13, 14. compar- 
ed with Mark x. 13. and Lule xviii. 17. 
yen were there brought unto him little children, that be ſhould 
put his hands on them and pray and the diſciples rebuked them.” 
But Jeſus Said, ſuffer little Sbildren and forbid them not to come unto 
me for of ſuch is the kingdom of Heaven. | . | 


av 


This I had often heard quoted in favour of Infant-Baptiſm, 
and therefore tho? I did not ſind the word 4aprize in the text, 
I thoughtit deſerved a particular conſideration, 5 
And the firſt thing which came before me, was the d:fire of 
the parents or friends of thoſe children, or what they aim'd | 


at in bringing them to Chriſt ; and the evangeliſt Marrhexv ſays, 


it was that he ſhould pur his hands on them and pray. Mark and 

Luke fay, that he might ranch them; neither of them give they 

any defire or requeſt that they ke be 
WIE x em 


x 
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I then confider'd the conduct of our Lord on this occafion, 


Was, 


of - 4 - - F rb 
3 8 1 8 . 3 0 ** 9 


* 3's * 4 5 8 , 8 » « . - 


. te L 0 


2 7 1 A % 
» - © 2 2 * - 
0 2 * 1 7 4 4 


and the text ſays, he took them up in his arms, put his hands ax 
them, and bled them. © This, and no more, our Lord did at 
this time, as [ could find, by comparing the evangeliſts. _ . * 
This led me to conſider” the reluctance of | the diſciples, 


- that theſe children ſhould be brought, and our Lord's dif- 
pleaſure fignified by his check of them, fuer little. children 


7o come unio me, for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. 
What the diſciples reaſon was for oppoſing them, is not 
recorded: I thought it could not be from an wupwillinenel 
that infants ſhould be Baptix d, had that been the n 
of Jobn, or the known will of their maſter. This che 


could hardly be 7 857 of; nor does our Lord take e 


leaſt notice of it in his reproof: Its likely they were - 
uneaſy he ſhould be interrupted from attending to mate 
ters, they judg*d of greater importance; but however this 
was, I wen ep ood reprov'd, and the reaſon given 


Do 


lere 1 conſider'd the kingdom of Heaven muſt intend the 
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kingdom of grace, or of glory. e | 
And firſt, I began with the kingdom of grace, and 


q i. 4 


preſently ſaw, that muſt either be the inviſible church or 
general aſſembly of the firſt born whoſe names are written 
in heaven, or particular churches conſtituted in goſpel 
order; For I could have no notion of a national church, 
under the New Teſtament-diſpenſation. Accordingly I brought 


infants to each of theſe, . endeavouring to come at the 


truth. As to the inviſible church, conſiſting only, as 1 


could fee, of the election of grace, I thought whether al,, 
or 8 ang infants are a part of it, could be only known 
to God; and this being a matter wholly unrevealed, 1 
could not ſee how it could give them a right to Baptiſm, 

As to particular churches, it did not appear that infants 


were claimed or treated as members; nor could I, underſtand 


* 


their capacity for memberſhip, which ſeem'd to be founded 
8 15 the New Teſtament, on a declar d agreement of the ſainta 
m principles and experience. © e 


1 then confider'd the kingdom of glory, confiſting in the - } 


beatifie viſion, and enjoyment of God, And here I pre- 
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! - help avg, had 1t been 
{+ - infants ſhou 


wiſhes - qut-run revelation 5 and in the 
 oblg'd to leave infants to the ſovereign mercy of 
him, who is the judge of the earth, and will: do nothing 
but wh Laker or Nor could I ſee, on the appetit 


of their being all admitted to that kingdom, of which I 
Could find no ſcriptureraſſurance, that their right to Baptiſm 
was evinc'd, without a T order from the lawgiver, of 


the church, or. ſome nec 


i h, or. ſome necęſſary connection between that or- 
dinance and eternal life. „ e y . | 


„ Muſing on theſe things, 1 look'd a little farther, and 
ſoon, found, the difficulty remov'd, and the expreſſion clear'd 


up, 2f /ach is the kingdom of Heaven; that is, as our Lord 
adds, verily I ſay unto ya, whoſoever ſpall not receive the 
| of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter therein, or as 
Luke has it, in no wiſe enter therein. 3 | 


It now appear'd, that. our Lord was ſpeaking of the 


" 
— 


» 


Zemper 5 and not merely of the perſons of children; and 


what greatly confirm'd me, was a parallel paſſage Mat. 
. XVill, 2, 3. Jeſus called alittle child and ſet him in. the midſt 
; of 'thems and ſaid, werily, I ſay unto you, except ye be con-" 


werted, and become as litth children, ye ſpall not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And adds, whoſcever therefore ſhall humble 


 bimpelf as this little child, the ſame is the greateſt in the kingdom 


Heaven: And aubgſo ſpall receive one ſuch Battle child in my 
name, receiveth me; And whoſoever ſhall offend one of thefe 
Litle ones which believe in me, it were better for him, that a 


milſlons were hang d about his neck, and that he were drown'd 
ix the depth of the fea« 2 


Here I compar'd. the expreſſions of receiving Chriſt, and 


receiving one of theſe little ones, making profeſſion 7 


bis name, and the little ones believing in him, with the 
dreadful nature of the threatning in offending. them; and 


I could not ſee how theſe could be applicable to mere infants, 
but were all well adapted to younger or weaker chriſti- 


Ans. > 4 8 | . N 3 
Upon the whole, after the ſtricteſt ſearch, I could find 
in theſe texts nothing relating to Baptiſm, 


be baptized, be would have omitted the 
eee 9 LS "pes. fe 


Nor could 2 
e intention of our Lord that 


„ 
' praſtice,/ or ſome diſcourſe about it, on oceaions. which ; 


ſfeem'd ſo naturally to lead him to it. 
Failing of my werf def For Uiſcovery: of infant Bupriſi here, | 


I haſtned to the 
. 18, 19, 20. compari 


| - Commiſſion recorded Maths | 
with” Mark. Xvi. 153 15. s N 
All perver ir gi ven ro me in Haden © ani in n „0 theres 
" fore and teach all nations, Baptiuing ibem in the name of the Farbs 
er, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, 'Teaching them to 45. 
ferve all things, vubafſoe ver I have commanded" peu Aud 15 4 
am with you ahony, even unte the' end of the world, 
Struck with the ſupreme authority of a riſen Jeſus, I & © 
evictuded from the ſdlemuity of the introduction, it muſt. 
be a very heinous affronty to add, alter, or take away from 
the ſacred commandment. And with a mind, I truſt, paſs 
7 ſeſs'd with reverence of bis majeſty, I enter id into a me- 
Ie -  ditation on the precept. Here I found the perſons charg'd 
d | with the Commiſſion were the apoſtles z Who, notwithſtand- 
ing the eminence of their character, and peculiars of their 
fe after union, were not to make, but publiſh and explain 
te laws of Chriſt. That, and only that, which they re- 
be ceiv'd of the Lord, were they to declare to the church, 
ie | And from the nature of the duty enjoin'd, and the reach 
we of the promiſe even to the end of the world, I jadg'd: all | 
£4 Goſpel-miniſters to be included in the commiſſion, 
„ Theduty enjain'd, or ſervice to be perform'd, was. to 
7 teach and bap ee. 
5 Or as I — it, to wake. diſciples by ten teaching 
4 On: L could not think of any other way) and then to vn 
„ | tize them. 
. The ſubjects of inflrudtion- and Baptiſm, were all | e | 
4 or as Mark has it, all the avorld, and every creature, 
| Gentiles, as well as Fews; not every individual, for the 


18 abſurdity of that was moſt - laring; but ſuch as ware ca- 
5 ble of 

Pable of receiving the doctrine, and making a NE: 
2 4 in order to Baptiſm. 
3. | The Time of baptizing, according to the ev it Mark, 


"3p ſeem'd to be when they believ'd; or as 2 has it, 
when they were taught or made diſciples. And the mar 
. in which, when I eonffder d * . com- 
1 mon 
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|! "6d and natural ſenſe, of be word Bapt/hr, with the uſe of 
It in . Baptiſm, appear d to me to be by immerſion z 


And I was the more confixm'd in this, from Jaba's chufing a 
place to baptize in, where there was much water, John i 
23. I tried, and tried again, to bring in infants under 
the general term of all nations; but Mars believeth. and is 
Saglixeu, with Maithew!s teaching them to obſerve what- 
Joever I have commanded you, ol liged me to conclude it 
muſt be conſin'd to the adult. | OED 


Thus far. the ballance ſeem'd to be on the fide of the 
Antipædobaptiſts; but having determined when I ſet out, 
to examine the whole evidence, I purſu'd the enquiry, 
and being thoroughly ſatisfied that the apoſtles could not 
miſtake their maſter; I thought if I was miſtaken in my 
apprehenſion of his will, in the commiſſion, I ſhould be 
ſet ritht by their conduct. I began, with Peter's ſermon, 
be point the apoſtle aim'd at, I found in verſe 39. 
Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath + 
malt that ſams Jeſus, whom you have crucified, both Lard aud. 
Cbriſt. In this he aſſerts the glory of the perſon cruciſied, 
he was Lord of: all, and charges them directly with his, 
murder; they had crucified, or with wicked hands had 
. / „ le 603. 12 
The effect was, They, were pricked in the heart, and tried 
out," men and brethren =yhat ſhall we do? Upon which Peter 
Said unto them, repent and be baptized every one of you,. in the. 
name of: Teſus Chriſt, FEA the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, - For the promiſe is unto you. 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
mam at the Lord eur God Hall call, It is added ver. 41. 
|) Then. they that gladly recei vd hit auord avere baprixed, and tb 
ame day abere added to them, about three thouſand ſouls. And 
they continued in the Apaſilis doctrine and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers, And ver. 44. All that 
believed were together, and had all things common, & . 
Here 1 obſerv'd how Peter underſtood his common ; = 
Hegan with preaching or teaching=—waiting for the ſucceſs. 
eder tka I find a word of Baptiſm, till they _ 
were pricked in their hear, is 3 | then indeed, and not before, 
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a be ſays, repent and be baptized, in the name of the Lord ens: 
iz. Which I underſtood after this manner: If you are indeed 
ji 


05 | oriev'd, and aſham'd of your conduct towards this Jeſus whom 
vou have crucified : If 'you are convinced by the Spirit of God. 
it. be is the promis'd Meſhah, the great Redeemer, and King of 
it his church, and have a fiducial dependence on him for ſalva- 
AY tion ; then you are to.be baptized in his name, and may hope 


ko for a comfortable evidence in your Baptiſm, of the remiſſion of 
* our fins, and that you ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
7. And for their encouragement he adds, for the promiſe is to gen, 
ot and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as © 
wy, the Lord eur God ſhall call. EX een 
be | Now I thought' the evidence of childrens right to Baptiſm 
2 began to open, eſpecially as I had often heard this verſe men- 
74 tion'd as an inconteſtable proof of it. But being willing to 


Ons | ſee with my own eyes, I confider'd what this promiſe might 
„ de, the text indeed! found, if not wholly filent, yet not dire: 


„ | 1y expreſſive; but on cloſe reflection, I thought it muſt be ei- 
wwe. age LE 
„ | The great promiſe of the Meſſiah, as the ſeed of Abraham, 
ad in whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed; or | * 


Of the remiſſion of fins for his ſake ; or of the gift of the 
cd Holy ho ð·˙ #7 = | a | 


$9 | Accordingly I brought infants to each of theſe ; and pre- 
os. ſently ſaw as to the firſt, the great honour which was done to the 
% Jes and their offspring, that Chriſt ſhould be allied to them 
1 according to the fleſh ; but found no reaſon to conclude, that 
as all Abrabam's natural children, were the children of the pro- 
1. miſe as to the ſpiritual part of it; nor could I ſee how the ge- 
be,  7#ral promiſe of the Meſſiah, as the ſeed of Abraham, could give 
nd ihem a right to Baptiſm, if impenitent and uncall'd, any more 
in than the Gentiles, or thoſe afar off. ES | 4 
hh As to the promiſe of the remiſſion of ſins, I ſaw not how this 
I coould be claim'd, but by belizver;. And as to the giſt of the 
he &Y Holy Ghoſt, if it was of the ſame kind with what had been 
eſs lately pourd out on the Apoſtles, the thing ſpoke for itſelf ; 
ey || there was no room to expedt it in a ſtate of infancy. - - | 
re, By Children, then, I apprehended muſt be meant their of © 


he ſpring, when called; and then I could eafily apply the promiſe 
do them, in any or all of the foregoing ſenſes. 2 


4 


1 5 ; pe” 
|; Upon the whole I found, Peter preach'd, 7 t 
ee ee 
* „ 1. added teoche chch , EL 
ad walkedin fellowſhips z i, | 
and encouragement was given to their offspring, that wich the 
dame experience, or when call'd, they might look for the ſame 
—Zô· ̃ h—BAA—1·˙—˙¹7²1P 1 AY we 
I coald not but think, had the Apoſtle intended to expreſs 
. their right as infants to Baptiſm, it was Hgrange, very trage, 
chat no notice ſhovld be taken, either then or afterwards, of 
i) the adminiſtration of it. e 54 „ 

i The next account of Baptiſm I met with, was 42s. viii. 12% 

4 Bal auben they believed Philip, preaching the things concerning 
e kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus, the). were baptized both 
ly ren and wonien, „ gh oo Od 
„Here I found the Evangeliſt agree with the Apoſtle, and both 
Keeping cloſe to the commiſſion, Philip begins with preaching 
the Goſpel, vr ibe things concerning the kingdom of God, and the: 
Yi! name af Chriſt. The people believ'd; and | when they did fo, 
it and not before he baptiz'd them And they are ſaid to be men 
and women ; the phraſe I took to be expreſſive of the extent, 
and limitation of the ordinance ; not men oz/y, but men and 
women; not men, women and children, but men and women only. | 
And indeed, I thought it could not be otherwiſe if a perſo- 
1 nal faith, and a profeſſion of it, were pre- requiſite to Baptiſm : 
il And theſeT found were inſiſted on by this evangeliſt, in the caſe 
col the eunuch, recorded in the ſame chapter: The account of 
Which ſtands thus; F e 

ll; 5 Verſes 26, 27, 28, &c. 


 evard the ſouth, &c. and he aroſe and went, and brhald a man of 
Ethiopia, an eunuch, & c. had come to Ferufalem for to worſhip, 
avas returning, and ſitting in his chariot, read Eſaias the prophet. 
Then the ſpirit ſaid unto Philip, go near and join thyſelf to this chariot. 
Aud Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet E- 
alas, and ſaid, underfiandeſf?. thou what thou readefi? And 
bie ſaid, how can I, except ſome man ſhould guide me; and he 
defired Philip that he would come up and fit with him. The place of 
the ſcripture which he read was this, be was led as a ſpeep to t he 
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n. angel of the Lord. pake unto Philip ſaying, i and go fu. 


Aung er, &c. The eauch anfwered Philip, and ſaid, I pray _ 


— . 


| of «whom ſpale the prophet this, &e. Then Philip openad bit mouth, | 
| and be; an at the ſame ſeripture, am preached unto him Feſus ; an 
a they awent on their vy, they came to a certain water; and the 


_ ld Philip ſaid, if thou believiſt auia ail thine heart, thou mage. 
God. And he commanded the chariot to fland ſtill: and they went | 


tized him; and <when they avere come 1p out of the water, the pia 
rit of the Lord caught ana Philip, und the eunuch Jaw Pim 1 


This appear'd to me to be a plain and expreſſive account of 
the ſubjects and mode of Baptiſm. Philip begins with teach» 
ing, or preaching Chriſt as a Saviour, and Sovereign: The 
eunuch defires to be baptiz'd : Philip inſiſts on a confeſſion of 
his faith. The eunuch gives him fatisfaction; they both g 
ont of the chariot, and Philip baptizes him: And I could not 


my mind, that the baptiſm of the eunuch was by immerſion 3 
and muſt be deſign'd to deſcribe ſomething more than barelx 
going to the fide or brink of the water. FE, 
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eunuch ſaid, ſee here is water, what doth hinder me ta be baptized?” | 


And he anfæber d and ſaid, J believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son "of 
down bath into the water, both P hilip and the eunuch, and be Bad- 


more : and he went on his away 


help obſerving the peculiarity of the phraſes; they went down 
both into the Water, bat Phi#p and the eunuch; and when 7hey 
were come up out of the water, &c. which ſtrongly Impreſſed 


The next inſtance of Baptiſm was that of Cornelius, recorded. 


| And of him it is ſaid; verſe the ſecond; he was a debe 
man, and one that feared God with all his houſe, Which I under- 
[food not of mere babes, if he had 2ny'; but of thoſe who. | 


were in {ome meaſure grown up, capable under a divine influ- 


ence of forming ſome apprehenſions of the glory of God, and 


| their obligations to revere and ferve him.” 


By the direction of an angel, he ſends for Pete. Pur be- 
ins with preaching; God owns his miniſtry; the Holy 
Ghoſt falls on a// thoſe which heard the word; and Peter aks, 
Can any man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, hir 
have received the Holy Ghofl, as well as we And be tommanded | 
tem to be baptized, b OE be +: 4 | © be he el ON E 


Here I found the commiſſion ſtrictly regarded and kept up to 


and an exact conformity wich the foremention'd inſtances o 


bis houſe, ver. 2. and their receiving the like gift with thoſe who 
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believed in the Lord Jeſus, mention'd chap. xi. ver. 17: I ſaw | 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe that infants were of that number. 
This led me to conſider the converſion and Baptiſm of Ly- 
da, of whom we read, 4s xvi. 14. that ſhe was a /e/ler of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira, who wwor/hipped God, and heard 
the Apoſtle ; whoſe heart the Lord open d, that ſhe attended unto - 
. The things. which were ſpoken of Paul; and vas baptized, and ber 
 bouſhold. Eo e e 
As to Lydia, L thought there could be no diſpute, whether 
he believ'd before ſhe was baptiz'd ; the text aſſerting that ſhe 
As to her houſhold, what it conſiſted of, is not ſaid ; nor is 
. any notice taken of her huſband, if ſhe had any; all that ap- 
pear'd to me, from a careful examination of the account was, 
that ſhe was not at home, or in the place of her common refi- 
. , dence ; that ſhe came to ſell her purple, had a houle, for that 
. Purpoſe, and probably ſervants to afliſt her in her trade ; nor 
could I ſee it altogether conſiſtent with prudence, to bring a fa- 
- mily of young children, if ſhe had any, into the hurries of 
VJ e 
Upon the whole, I thought it might be ſuch a houſe as Cor- 
nelius had; who, if they did not fear God before, were con- 
'verted 'by a bleſſing on the Apoltle's miniſtry, and baptiz'd 
with their miſtreſs... And what greatly tended to confirm me 
in this, was, that the perſons the Apoſtle found in Lydia's houſe 
, when he entred into it, are called bre/bren, and were comforted 
by him; which cannot be ſaid of infants ; as alſo the account 
of the converſion of the jaylor and his family contained in the 
ſame chapter, ver. 25, 26, 27, &c. which is as follows, 
At mignight Paul and Silas prayed, & c. Suddenly there was a 
great earthquake, & c. The keeper of the priſon æuculd have killed 
himſelf. Paul cried with a loud voice, ſaying, do thyſelf no harm. 
The keeper called for a light, and ſprang in, and came trembling, 
and fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out, and ſaid, 
firs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? And they ſaid, believe on the Lord 
. Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe. And they 
255 unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his | 
houſe. And he tool them the ſame hour of the night, and waſhed 
_ Zheir Aripes, and was baptized, he and all bis firaightway $8 And 
-  awhen he had brought them into his. hauſe, he jet meat before them, 
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power of ſtropg convictions -cries out, what mut Ide to be 


were baptized, and rejoiced, 5 1 e 
This led me to conſider. what is ſaid of Criſpus and the C. 
rinthiam; Ade wiik é ᷑ I!! IR $723 BR IS 


And Criſpus the chief ralir of the Snagegus belizved on the Lort 


with all his houſe c and many of the Corinthians, hearing, belitued, 


Here I found the maſter, and the family believers, and that: 


and were baptized. . 


the Corinthians, heard, believed, and were baptized—And as 
hearing and believing are mention'd previous to the baptizing 


of the Corinthians; I concluded it was equally ſo, in the in- 
ſtance of Criſpus and his houſe. 2 F080 3 


The laſt inſtance I met with, was in 1 Corinth. i. 14. 15, 16 
which ſpeaks of the baptizing the houſhold of Szephanas. © 


thank God, I baptized none of you, but Criſpus and Gaius: 4% 


any ſoould fay, that I bad baptized in mine own name ; and 1 bays, | 


tized aljo the houſbou of Stephanas, Se. 


What this houſhold was I gathered from the ævith chap. and 


15th verſe, where the apoſtle ſays,  beſeech you, brethren, ts 


brow the houſe of Stephanas, that it is the fir/t-fraity of Aehaiag | 
and that they haue addifted tbemſelves to the minifiry of the fainti. * 


Whence I thought they could not be infants, but believers in 


Chriſt, converted and baptiz'd by the apoſtle :' or they could 
hardly be called t- fruits, and be ſaid to addict themſelves to 
the mi niſtry of the ſaints; whether we underſtand it of their, 


regie ving their wants, or preaching the everlaſting goſpel. 


Having thus gone through the hiſtory of Buptiſm, as: - 
adminiſter'd by the apoſtles, I proceeded to confider the ac- 
count they give of the meaning or ſpiritual —_ of, it: 


and with this view compar'd Rom. vi. 3, 4. with Cl. ite 
12. Kngzww ys not that Jo many of us as. avere baptized cats 


| Jeſus Chriſt, were boptized into his death, Therefore aus 


are buried with him by baptiſm into death: that life as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the father, even jb we alſe 


Jouuld walk in newnsfs of life, For if wwe have been planted to- 
un gn 


e jaylor under -E 
javed ? The apoſtle anfwers, believe on the Lord Jeſes Shri, 
and thou ſhalt be faved; and thine houſe : that is, as I under 
ſtood it, if they believe alſo: upog which they ſpake unto him 
the word of the Lord, and to afl that were in his houſe. Ane 
God bleſſing his word to the jaylbr and his family, they believed, 
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" Taid, vere Iith, 70 be circumciſed with the circumciſion made auith. 
aur hands : which J knew not how to interpret ſo well of any 
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nance of the ſupper, there is a believing memorial of Chriſt's 
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ARE or. 


eye of faith, is called to attend to his condeſcenſion when im- 


the bands of death: In each of which he ſaffain'd the cha- 
radcter of the ſurety of the covenant and head of the body.— 
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wine, are expreſſive of his agony and death; the immerſion, 
and riſing of the perſon baptized, might refer to his burial and 
reſurrection. 1 5 e 


3 


often heard quoted as proving, if not in direct terms, yet 
by juſt conſequence, the right of infants to baptiſm. The 


and the unbelieving aviſfè is ſanctiſied by t 
your children unclean, but now they are holy, 


22 Pet. i. 2. Tit, i. Is : 


gerher in the likeneſs of bis death, aue ſhall be alſo in the lilenęſi of his 
T/arretion, knowing that our old man is crucified, & c. Andin Goleſ. 1 
found the fame metaphor kept up: Buried with him in baptiſm, _ 
evbercin alſo ye are riſen auith bim thro" the faith of the operation of God, 
In forming a judgment of the defign of the Holy Ghoſt in 

' theſe paſlages, I thought it neceſſary to conſider firſt the de- 
Icription, or character of the perſons baptized ; and they are 


thing, as the renewing influences of the Holy Ghoſt : agreeable. 
to which they are further repreſented as the ſubjects of that 
Faith, which is the operation of God: or as it is elſewhere called 


. Fhe metaphor came next under conſideration. They were 
i buried with Chriſt in baptiſm : This ſeemed much better to an- 
ſwer to immerſion than ſprinkling or pouring—and ſuppoſing 
that the faith mentioned might refer to their being buried as well 

' as riſing ; this I thought might be the meaning of their being 
i pdanted into the likeneſs of Chriff's death: That as in the ordi= 


move in his ſufferings and death; ſo in baptiſm, the ſaint, by an 


priſoned in the grave, and his glory as a conqueror in break ing 


And as the actions of breaking the bread, and poyring out the 


a wa ww a 


I then proceeded to examine 1 Cor. vii, 14. a text I had 


words are, For the unbelieving huſband is 2 Ey — wife, _ 
e huſband : elſe were 


4 1 began with the occaſion of the words, and could find no- 
thing relating to Baptiſm in the context. An affair evidently 
of another kind, imploy'd the mind of the apoſtle ; to wit, 
E the neceſſity or expediency of attending to the duties of the 
marriage- relation, where one was a convert, and the other an 
* #nfidel, This I thought was the point in view. And it Reads: : 
5 Hm. | de- 


* 125 i Mit. LEY 
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| ; 


and I thought they are all ſp by nature, being Hupen in iniquity, | 


and conceived in fin. The _ and pollution of- which, can 
only be removed by the bl: 


and by nature children of wrath. 


* 


I then remember'd to have heard, that all out of the pale of 


ood of Chriſt, and the power of 


the Jewiſh church were unclean, as oppoſed to that holineſs - ' 


which is attributed to the whole congregation of Mael, and 
that ſuch uncleanneſs attends the children of unconverted Gen- 
tiles now: But conſidering Peter's viſion, in which he is for- 


| bid to call that common which God had cleanſed. That the middle 


wall of partition is broken down. That in regeneration, or the 


new man, there is neither Greek, nor Jew, circumcifion, nor un- 


circumcifion, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift is all 
and in all. — Remembring the peculiars of the Jewiſh church, as 


bereditary and national, are now utterly ſet aſide, I could ſee no : 


more uncleanneſs in one infant than in another. 


Don the whole, I thought the affair ſettled by the apoſtle 


being wholly matrimonial ; it was highly probable; the holineſs 


and anclearmeſs were of the ſame kind; or related to apparent 


legitimacy or illegitimacy. „ 
Nor could I ſee on the ſuppoſition of an external ſort of ho- 


lineſs derived to an infant from a believing parent, that we are y 
to conclude its right to baptiſm without a ſpecial direction from 


the lawgiver of the church. 
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_- Thie led me kx the 8 Mbreban; 
1 8 Rom. iv. 11, 2, 13. the father, of all them that believe thowoh 
ih they ö e not circumciſed ; a that the promifſe-is off faith, that is 
mile le by grate; to-theendit might be Jure ts all theſeed ;, not to 
"118 ther ah wbch ir ofthe ang, but to: that alſo awhich is of the) faith 


2 „ 
. 1s 


Abraham, ho is the. father f us all. And that: he recived 
the fign. of circunuifiun, a ſeal x * ee. of faith, which - 
he had yet being unc ireumciſed, & c 6 75 80 B „ 
This I found-commogly infited: on to prove that Ae 
covenant was the -Covenantiof grace That a part of his ſeed 
were the believing Gentiles, and their W fs and that as 
Abraham's chüldres eee the children of believers 
ſhould be baptized, 
Jo come at a certainty in this matter, 1 thought i it might be 
proper, carefully ta enquire what the covenant was which 
God made with Abraham; the duties required, and privileges to f 
be enjoy'd under it; the perſons intereſted in it, and manner {| a 
ef conveying and vgnifying that intereſt. The covenant 1 | « 
found at large in the 17th of Geneſis, and it appear'd to me to | 
be of a peculiar kind; ſome things belong to Abraham in his | j 
fer/ſonal character, as that he ſhould have a numerous poſteritys -| 7 
| oh kings ſhould deſcend from him; the making over the land I 
of Canaan to him; and the particular honour of being the fa- | «c 
ther of the Mefiah according to the fleſh, This part of the * 
4 
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cevenant I thought diſtinguiſnable from the covenant of grace; 
for I could not but ſee he might have all theſe, without any 
ſpecial relation to God as a child But when God promiſes to 

be his God, to bleſs him, and that in his ſced all the families of the | t 
earth ſoculd be blgſſa; ̃ look 'd upon theſe to be promiſes as ex- 7 

preſſive of privileges of ansalur, and more valuable Kind than 0 

any of the former A 

And as the coveyant appear d thus to be of a mint nature, J 4 
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andi the bleſſings diſtinct; ſo I found his ſeed to be deſcribd | t 
very differently in ſcripture : Sometimes intending all his natu- 2 
ral children; ſometimes the penn of Chriſt only: and here, 4 
; = ub in other places, all his ſpiritual offspring, whether Jews = | 
þ entiles. 19 
1 As to his children, who were only ſo after the fleſh, they | » 
i had their outward advantages ; but not as I could lee the _ 27 
i fipgs of the covenant of grace. HE = * 
{1 „ * | n 
C | 1 
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As to Chriſt, it did not appear any bleſſing was deriy'd from 
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s | bleſiing in, and from the Meſſiah, his roor-as well az offspring. 


the Jews in common, as diſtingulſh'd from the Genti/es, and 
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circumciſion ; the Apoſtle would certainly have given ſome hint 


word of their children. 


Abraham, is indeed aſſerted 3 but 8 that it was, to his natural 
| ſeed, I could form no idea of; at leaſt till they had, by faith, 


© = 


ther was juſtified. |  —_ + ä 
And the apoſtle ſeem'd to explain the whole matter, Rom. 


dier becauſe they are the feed of Abraham, are they all children; 
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ſeed. Now I concluded, if this was true of the natural feed of 


„ | "Uiraham, a believer, certainly it could be no leſi ſo of the . 
1 ſpring of Genti/e believers. 4 | ; | DO þ $6 wh OY . 
1 As to the privileges of the Jews above the Gentiles, the apoſ- 


tle is expreſs, that unto them pertained thr adoption, and the glo- 


% God, and the promiſes: and that from them, as concerning the. 
fleſh, Chrift came, avho is over all, God bleed for ever, Rom. ix. 
* | 4» 5. or agreeable to what he before had ſaid, when putting 
& | the queſtion, abt advantage then hath the Jew, or wvhat profit 
= | 7s there in circumciſion? He anſwers, much every day: chiefly 
& | becauſe unto themawere committed the oracles of God. 33 $a 
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glory; but as the ſame apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. iii. 10, 11. this 


y as as =o glory, if compar d with the glory which excelleth; For 
fs | #f that Which auas done away was glorious, much more that "which | _ 
| 7emameth is glorious —That is, as I underſtood it; all the care 


And as to his ſpiritual: ſeed, they were all, whether Jews ur 
Gentiles, partakers with him of the ſame faith and ſalvation.» 
P .-Circumcifion'I thought to be a ſign. or badge of ſeparation to 
perhaps of regeneration to his ſpiritual ſeed ; but conveyed, as 
I could ſee, no ſpiritual bleſſing to either. And I thought, if 
the Baptiſm of infants under the goſpel was to be argued from 
fit; whereas his diſcourſe is confin'd to believers, without a 


That circumcifion was a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith to 
a view of the ſame righteouſneſs, by which Abraham their fa- 
ix. 5, 6, 7, 8. They are not all Iſrael which are of lirael, nei- 


that is, they which are the children of the fleſs, theſe are not the © 
children of God, but the children of the promiſe are counted for the 


ry, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the ferwice 


oF So that it 8 appear d the church of the Jews had ite 


Hzrabam to him 3 but on the contrary, Abrabam received the |: 
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1 the implicity, ſoinitualay; and liberty of the 
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goſpel-diſpen. 


* and as it was formerly, All nvere not: Iſrael, au, avere | f* 
of Ifraet dd now be ib nat a Jew, vubich is one outwardly, nit ber th 
1 eee e wwbirh is onrard in the fleſp : but be is a Jew, 
| "OI is 0ne inwoar 2 eirtuare iam 45. that of the heat, in ebe 45 
it, aud aot in the letter We e e vit 
m. ii. ver. 28, 29. BY | -ar 
1 then proceeded to eonſider 4he excifne of the — 24 to 
the taking in of the Gentiles, recorded Rom. xi. 15, 16. in E A, 
which, though there is no expreſs mention of Baptiſm, or of cb 
the Baptiſm of Infants, yet I found commonly produced as | 4: 
declara ive of a federal holineſs, convey'd from parents to;chil- | 
| — in e of which they n n eee un . 
1 * 986 tir 
The words of eee as gr 
r the firfl-fraits be holy, rhe Jump ir oth 3 andiif the * ha 
holy, /o are the branches ; and and if fams of the branches” be broke off, m. 
and thou being a wild olive-tree wwert graffed in them, ans by 
4 with them partakeft of nbi root and fatneſs of the aliue- ter, Re. W. 
That converted Gentiles ſtand on a level with delieving Jus ot. 
1 had alrea : feen. That the peculiar form of the Jewiſh | of 
Church was aboliſh'd at the death of Chriſt, I found. generally thi 
= enge that being the mini tration e awvas to be done ary 
way, wake room for that which aua, to remain: ſo that! 
eould not tell how to conceive of the Goſpel- church incorpo- dir 
rated with the Jewiſh, they being 2 e. tif] 
-of diſtinguiſhable che one from the other. 42 
Buy the root then 1 underſtood Abrabam By the. ede! Ais eig 
75 anne offepring—By- the wild olive the Gentiles in a natural Z, 
ate; who upon receiving the grace of God became the ſpi- of 
ritual branches of Abraham the father of the faithful; and | 4/; 
were equally intereſted with his believing natural ee in po 
all the fpecial privileges of the covenant ob L the 
This I thought to be the moſt natural ſenſe of che text ; nor | wh 
eopld I ſee how this could have- any relation ren, he- mit 
ther of the adult or infants. thu 
The next reference to Baptiſm 1 und 1 Corrs x. 1, 2. 1 was 
wield not thas you fpould be ignorant, how that all our fathers aur the 
under the cloud, and all 4 through the fea, and were all bap- | eſpe 
#ized unto Moſes, in the cloud, and in the ſea. © dee 
=o underſtand thing I hs it _ to enquire into the 2 
C » or 
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„ f2#, as recorded by Maus, which I thought would give light 40+ | 


„ | the alluſion 


Vs. | | | | 
be. | from before the face of the liraelites, ad flood: behind them ; that: 


4. M it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp- of Iſtael, 


and it avas à claud and darkneſs 


5 


d | fo the other. And that the Lord caufed the fea: to go bart by a 


in | /frong eaſt wind all that night, and made rb ſeu tiry land; andthe _ 
ibe mat of the ſea upon the dry grounds. * 


of | children of | Uiracel went imo ; 
as | and the waters were a wall unto them, vn ftir right hand and lofts; 


l- Here I found that part of the cloud which was neut to the 


p- Iſraelites was bright, clear, and comfortable; nor the leaſt in- 
| timation of raiz falling upon: them. Tune ſea was made 4% 
ground, and the waters were à wall unte them, on the right: 


be | hand, and on che left; fo that I concluded, che erm baprized * 


muſt refer to their fixation in the miaſ of the ſea, encompaſsſd 
by theſe walls, and attended with the cloud; rather than to any 


ws | other ; which muſt have been very troublefome; to ſuch a body 


ſh | of people in their march; and as I thought inconſiſtent with 
ly | the account of their ſtanding in, and coming out of the ſea on 


me | dl 


1 This brought me to the laſt place of ſcripture, which ſpeaks 


o- | direQly of the nature and-meaning--of the ordinance of Bap« 
A, | tiſm, 1 Peter iii. 20, 21. The long-ſuffering.of Gd waited in the 
| aays of Noah, while the ark ava, preparing: wherein few, that is, 


his. | eight fouls auere ſaved by water. The like figure whereunto, even 
ral | Baptiſin, doth alſo now ſave us, (not the putting away of the filth 


And im Exod. xiv. 19. we ure told, tbe pillar iof ciaud went: 


water coming out of the one, or ſprinkling daſhings from the 


pi- | of the fleſp, but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God) by the © 

nd reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt, © 5 5 : 3 
in | Hereitappear'd that there were ſome circumſtances attending 

| the ark, and the ſalvation of Noah and his family by water, 
jor | which were figurative or typical of Baptiſm ; and when I eta. 
ne- | mined the account as given by Maſes, Gen. vii. I found it ſtood | 
thus: the ark was God's contrivance and appointment, and it | 
as a large hollow veſſel, in which Noah and his family, and 
we the creatures with him, were for a time as it were buried; and | 
#þ--| eſpecially this was the caſe, when the fountains of the great 
I deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, 
the and they in the midſt of that deluge, which deſtroy d all the | 


ay | world, This appear'd to me to anſwer to immerſion in Bap- 


tiſm; 
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i the water of a flood, as a type of a /ittle quantity of that ele- 
5 ment, made uſe of when poured or ſprinkied on the face of 
an infant. And as Noab and his family were ſaved by water; 


* hi believer i is ſav'd by Baptiſm, not efficaciouſly or meritori- 
4 1 ouſly, but declaratively and inſtrumentally. rag the profeſſion 
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1 of his faith, he declares his entrance into Chriſt as the ark of 


fſualvation; and his Baptiſm is a li 
rial and reſurrection of him, who die 
& © - roſe again for his juſtification. 


1 repreſentation of the bu - 


4 1 


5 to the commãhd of God the believer i is baptiz'd from a prin- 
E  ciple of conſcience towards God; yea, a good, that is, as I 
1 ought, an enlightened, renewed conſcience. . : - 
1 thus gone through the ſcripture - account of the ordiz. 

- * * Beal £ by end myſelf oblig'd' to conclude the 
ballance was: greatly on the fide of adult believers, as the only 


mode of that facred inftitation. 


= -otherwiſe : but not daring to call any man maiter on earth, and 
2 remembring the account I muſt ſhortly give to him, who ſaid, 
' thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteduſneſs”; I determined to com- 
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for his offences , and | 
And as Noab Debi theratk; znd-entred-Tino ih in obedience 


declared ſubjeQs ; and of plunging or immerſion, as the any: | 
I well knew, that many godly. and learned 9 thought | 


he ply with my duty; and on the cloſeſt reflettion, have ſeen no 


0 at the Baptiſm of the Rev. Mr. 3 Leads.” 
michael, Miniſter of the Goſpel in Edinburgh, pane 
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